i{egina school board sue
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REGINA — Regina's public school
ourd is launching legal action against u
outh baskethall school after nearly 2
ecade of what it calls “annoyance™ that
as ranged from potentially libelous e-
wmils to unwanted association with a
savicted sex offender,
“It's something we're determined to
te through. . . . We don't want to have

thing to do with YAS” said public

| board chair Cmic Fappas,

According to a statement of claim
led against YAS, or Young Athlete
askatchewan Inc., and YAS adminas-
alor Brian Farr on Sept. 27/, the public
thool district has experienced numer-
s problems with the organization,
hich operates basketball schools in
askatoon and Regina.

he Claim says YAS has repeatedly as-
L&d affiliation with the Regina school

district, including on its website and in
promadional material, despite the fact
that the two are not connecied in any
W:l)‘.

Puappas said repeated reguests w0 YAS
have been ignored, and more foemal ne-
tion is now necessary to force the group
to Sll)p'.

“We've had a long history of YAS
claiming 1o be a part of the Regin pub-
lic school system 's offerings. and they"re
not, andd we've asked them many times 1
cease and desist including us in any ads
Lhey huve 1 drum up Business for them-
selves or whatever. and they have refused
1o do that, so we are finally taking the Jast
step and taking them 10 count,” Pappas
said, adding he's not sure why YAS has
persisted to this point,

The board will also attempt (o legally
stop YAS from sending promaotional me-
terial o its schools,

No ane lrom YAS responded 1o repei-
ed requests for comment.

¢¢ It's something
we re determined to
see through. . .. We
don’t want to have
anything to do with
YAS.29

- Ernie: Pappas.,
public school board chair

The court action is being taken, in part,
u¢ the board seeks to disassociate the dh-
vision from YAS head coach and co-
founder Denis Hall, who was convicted
in 1981 of having sexual intercourse with
leenage girls he was coaching.

The statement OF claim says assertions
that the school district supports YAS im-
plies the district, its schools and teachers
“are associated with an oiganization di-

rected and operated by an individual con-
victed of criminal offcnces against minon
children,”

The claim says Hall, a former teacher
in the Regina Sepe school division,
was convicied in 1981 of two charges of
having sexual intercourse with females
aged 14 10 16 and two charges of inde-
cent assault, The victims were members
of the Regina church league basketball
team Hall coached, the claim says.

The case was widely covered in the me-
dia @t the time and more recently when
Hall ran unsuccessfully for a seat on the
Saskatoon Catholic school board last fall.

Hall’s teaching certificate was sus-
pended for 1R months after his convie.
tion, although he later went back to
teaching.

In November 2002, the Saskatvon
Catholic board formally disassociated its
schools from participation in YAS pro-
grams because of the “past indiscretions”
of the head coach.
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s youth basketball school

The Regina board is also alleging libel
i its statenent ol Clain for an e-nail
sent (o at least one school and possibly
some teachers and members of the mecliu
asking for sy or publicity for YAS.

The e-mail says that * . . . i certan
Saskatchewan schools and school divi-
sions (e.g. Regina Public Division, Sev
cral Catholic Divisions, others), Aborig-
inal youth and their culture and achieve-
ments are at best novelties and at the
worst despised and resented (most of
the time in well-polished politically cor-
rect and usually subtle ways, of
course).”

The claim says the e-mail is defamazo-
1y, and implies the Regina division and
its staff are peejudiced, disre spect aborig-
inal youth and their culture aind are unin-
terested in aboriginal achievements,
which could hurt the district’s repatation
in the First Nations community and with
the general public.
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